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becedarium:  Who  am  I?  P’.  . .
My  dear wife died in 1885, shortly after our golden wedding
anniversary. I went into a decline and began to lose my  eyesight.
My deep religious faith, however, supported me, and I ﬁnallyear sirs,
I was small, unimposing and self-effacing by nature. All wit-
esses concur in praising my  modesty and kindliness. And yet, I
eached the pinnacle of fame and honour. . .
I was born in Yarmouth, England, on 11th January 1814, the
ighth of sixteen children (only nine of whom survived into adult-
ood). My  father was a brewer and ships’ chandler, who made his
ortune supplying the Navy during the Napoleonic War, but lost it
ll in the recession that followed. I was growing up just when my
ountry had brought the “Corsican Ogre” to his knees, and at ﬁrst
ad what I would later call “the very silly wish” to join the Navy.
y mother, however, ﬁnally persuaded me  to go as an apprentice
o a surgeon-apothecary instead. I was 16 years old. Thus, I learned,
n the shop ﬂoor, the nuts and bolts of my  future career – bleeding,
nd various other procedures intended to heal the ills afﬂicting the
ood people of the Isle of Wight, which included typhoid fever and
holera. Lectures were held at the Angel Inn.
After four years, I enrolled at Saint-Bartholomew’s Hospital in
ondon. We  did not receive much guidance, but I had a natural
ptitude and qualiﬁed as a surgeon in 1836, coming ﬁrst in all the
xams. Fascinated by what at the time was called “natural history”, I
ade the princeps observation of what turned out to be a fearsome
arasitosis, trichinosis, and, as the best textbooks were in French
nd German, I taught myself those two languages. I was  getting
lmost no ﬁnancial help from my  family, and paid my  way for seven
ears by teaching, running dissection classes and looking after the
ospital museum. While still pursuing my  scientiﬁc work, I went
nto private practice in 1851. I was working nearly seventeen hours
 day, writing dozens of articles and making endless innovations,
uch as water mattress I invented for the prevention of bedsores.
fter difﬁcult beginnings, my  diagnostic ﬂair and efﬁciency made
e,  once I had ﬁnally secured an appointment as a surgeon at Saint-
art’s, one of the greatest practitioners of the Victorian era. I became
 Member of the Royal College of Surgeons, and Surgeon Extraordi-
ary to Queen Victoria, who bestowed a knighthood on me.  Along
ith my  friend Rudolph Virchow, I am considered (Fig. 1) one of
he founders of pathology. I became rich and famous – a friend of
asteur, Darwin, Tennyson and everyone who mattered in London;
ven so, I lived quite modestly, even frugally, with my  beloved
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ily. She was a musician, and gave me  six children. I was  by now
making a good living, and was able to pay off all my father’s debts,
including to creditors who were not even pressing for payment.
In 1871, I very nearly died of blood poisoning contracted during
an autopsy, and gave up my  hospital work, although I continued
with my  private practice and teaching. My lectures drew crowds
that were not only numerous but attentive and even enthusiastic.
My  ability to give the overall picture was proverbial. By the way, I
would also remind you that I was  one of the ﬁrst to argue for the
place of women  in our profession, and also that “French physicians
treat the disease, English, the patient.”Fig. 1.
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uccumbed to a stroke, in London, on 30th December 1899. At my
uneral, directed by one of my  sons, who was the Bishop of Oxford,
 gathering of medical students stood as a guard of honour for me.
here are several medical institutions and associations that bear
y  name, as do more than twenty pathologies; in your ﬁeld of
NT, I described a form of mixed hearing loss in a bone disease I
iscovered in 1876. . .
Yours truly,
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